Milltown Dam Removal: Remediation / Restoration / Redevelopment 

Milltown Dam and Reservoir was built in 1906 and was contaminated with mine wastes from the Butte and Anaconda area during the 1908 flood and subsequent floods. The Milltown Reservoir was designated as a National Priorities List (NPL) Site in 1983.  Starting in 2007, EPA and the State of Montana have led integrated Remedial Cleanup and Restoration activities at the Milltown Reservoir that includes the removal of the entire Milltown Dam and approximately 3.0 million cubic yards of the contaminated sediments behind the dam.  
EPA has led the Remedial Action activities at the Milltown site that includes removal of 2.2 million cubic yards of contaminated sediment and the Milltown Dam structures.  EPA’s Remedial Cleanup goals are to cleanup arsenic contaminated groundwater in the nearby drinking water aquifer, eliminate the scour of contaminated sediments and the impacts these sediments have on downstream aquatic life, and remove a fish passage barrier that has stopped bull trout from moving upstream and into the Upper Clark Fork River and the Blackfoot River for over 100 years.

The State of Montana is leading the Restoration activities that are integrated with the Remedial Actions.  The Restoration activities include a geographic area extending approximately 8,000 feet upstream of where the Milltown Dam once existed. The Restoration overall project goal is to restore the confluence of the Blackfoot and Clark Fork Rivers to a naturally functioning, stable system.  The Milltown Restoration is divided into two separate construction activities: floodplain construction and finish channel construction.  Funding for the Restoration aspect of the Milltown project is from the Montana’s Natural Resource Damage Programs Restoration Fund.
Following the Remediation and Restoration projects will be the Redevelopment of the Milltown Reservoir area.  NorthWestern Energy Corporation is transferring ownership of its property to the State of Montana.  EPA, State, Missoula County, and local representatives are working on plans to redevelop the site into a state park operated by the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks.  Funding for the Redevelopment is from numerous federal, state, and local programs.
